Ge) editor's choice 


\apsrerd 


ot 


TRIED THE 
SAME THING 


MUSASHI 
OCCASIONALLY 
PASSED TIME 


ri 
fe puT FoR 
‘MMUSASHI.. 


TONIGHT 
POOR 
EXAMPLE OF 
HIS CRAFT WAS 
A FOREBODING 
SIGN OF THE 
NEXT DAY'S 


TWAS THE 
ONE WHO 
TURNED MY 
BACK ON 
THEM. 


TM LEAVING 
THIS PATHETIC 
TOWN. 


I MUST 
FOLLOW 
MY OWN 
PATH. 


DID 
I FALL 
ASLEEP? 


a 
* 


DESTINED 
TO DIE. 


INSHLIN 
OF HOZOIN 
IS THE 
STRONGEST 
OPPONENT 
IVE EVER 
ENCOUNTERED. 


NERVE. 
HE WAS 
ASLEEP!? 


THE 
HOZOIN 
CROSS-SHAPED 
SPEAR, 
INHERITED 
FROM 
MASTER INE. 


cs Wn i k THIRST 
‘MANAGING \ ¢ GONE. 
TO KEEP IT 
CONTAINED... 


_ IT MAY. 
= JUST BE THE 
FLICKERING OF 
THE FIRE... 
WOR IT 
MIGHT BE OR THE WAY 
THE DARKNESS 


BEHIND HIM... 


MUST 
A FIGHT 
ALWAYS 
BE SO 
‘CONSPICUOUS? 


MUSTNT GET 
DISTRACTED, 


HEAVEN 


THE 
TEACHINGS 
OF MY OWN 

MASTER. 


HE'S STILL 


WHY HAVENT 
I NOTICED 
THAT BEFORE 
Now? 


A FRESH 
NEW SPRING 
IS SURE Tc 
wINVIGORATED FOLLOW... 
WITH 
STRENGTH 
RENEWED... 


IT SEEMS 
YOU HAVE 
‘SURVIVED THE 
LATEST WINTER 
OF YOUR 


owe 


WWI 


WAIT A 
MINUTE. 


IVE BEEN 
SEEKING OUT 
THE MOST 
FORMIDABLE 
OPPONENT I 
COULD FIND... 


A FIGHT 
‘SO INTENSE. 
IT BRINGS 
‘ME TO THE 
BRINK OF AS THE 
DEATH. EXPERIENCE OF 


EVERYTHING, 
DOWN TO THE 
MOVEMENT OF 

HIS LONG 

EYELASHES, 


I CAN SEE 
EVERYTHING, 
CLEARLY. 


x 
+/ MASTER, 
THIS MAY 
NOT BE AN 
APPROPRIATE 
TIME... 


TRAINED 
HIMW! 
BUT SOME 
OF THE DISCIPLES 
ARE NOT CONFIDENT 
IN INSHUNS 
ABILITIES AS THE 
‘SECOND GENERATION 
MASTER OF 
HOZOIN... 


THAT 
HE'S TOO 
ALOOF AND 
DETATCHED... 


BUT INSHIN'S. 
REMOTENESS. 


YOU HAVE BEEN 
TRAINING 
MUSASHI FOR 
THIS DUEL... 


STIRRED UP 
MYOEI AND 
THE OTHERS 
EVEN MORE.. 


TIME LEFT 
IN THIS 
WORLD. 


AND YOUVE 
PASSED YOUR 
LEGACY DOWN 
TO FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. 


You 
DEVELOPED 
THE HOZOIN 
SPEAR 
TECHNIQUE! 


IVE PASSED DOWN 
THE MECHANICAL 
ASPECTS OF MY 


I HAVENT 
PASSED ON 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING TO 
INSHLIN... 


WEAKENS, 
IVE COME 
To 
REALIZE... 


THE 
LEGACY THAT 
A MASTER 
MUST PASS 
ON TO HIS 


NOT DIE 
UNTIL IVE 
PASSED IT ON 


yacyO 
MUNEYOSHI 
HAS ARRIVED, 


KAMIIZUML 
ISE NO KAMI 
WILL ALSO 
BE ARRIVING 
MOMENTARILY, 
SIR. 


THE MASTER 
SWORDSMAN! 


YOULL 
CATCH A 
COLD OUT 


HERE. SIR 


1 DONT 


KNOW WHO. 
YOU ARE, BUT 

I THINK IT'S 
TIME YOU SHOW 

YOURSELF. 


WAITING THERE 
IN THE DARK. 
AND YOU WON'T 
BE ABLE TO 


ATTACK ME BY 
sures. / 


DISCIPLE OF 
YOSHIOKA 


SEIJURO OF THE 
EIGHT KYOTO 
STYLES. 


I WITNESSED 
SOMEONE 
3 ; r, F WITH SKILLS: 
any ; BEYOND MY 
DIGNITY THAT \ y (COMPREHENSION: 
1 MAY HAVE 
HAD HAS BEEN 


‘SHATTERED. 


FACE HIM IN 
COMBAT... 


THE MIGHTIEST 
OF WARRIORS- 
THE INDOMITABLE 
YAGYU SEKISHUSAI 
MUNEYOSHI.... 


/ mars 
| RIDICULOUS! 
HOW 
SELFISH 
caN you | 

BE 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI// 


WHO IS 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI? 


EVERYONE IN 

THE VILLAGE 

BECAUSE HE 
WAS SO 
VIOLENT. 


Vagoberd 


THE 
GREAT 
KAMIIZUM! 
ISE NO KAM! 
HIDETSUNA!! 


Mn 4 
/ MIGHTY 
TAKEDA SHINGEN 


WAS IMPRESSED 
ENOUGH TO 
OFFER HIM A 
POSITION AS 
A DAIMYO... 


THIS WHAT 
A KENGO 
IS LIKE? 


I AM 


KAKUZENBO 
IN'EL, THE 
MASTER OF 


PRACTICE 
‘SWORD. 


CAN 
HE FIGHT WITH 
THAT.../2 


weve \ 
PREPARED | 


EVENING HERE 
AT YOUR 
LEISURE, 


SHALL ACCEPT 
YOUR CHALLENGE. 
TAM HIKITA \, 
Ke 


BLINGORO, THE 
‘MASTER'S NEPHEW 
AND DISCIPLE. , 


wAS WELL 
AS THE DAY 
AFTER THAT, 

acy 

‘TENACIOUSLY 
CONTINUED TO 
‘CHALLENGE 
ISE-NO-KAMI, 


THE END 
RESULT WAS 
ALWAYS 
THE SAME. 


THE MOM! 


T STEP IN. I 
BECOME 
SURROUNDED 
AS IF IM BY A STRANGE 


BEING WARMTH... 


(BUT 
HIS HEART, 
HIS 
SOUL... 


MASTER... 


oo 


. 


“THE WAY 
OF THE 
SWORD"... 


I DO NOT 
| UNDERSTAND. 


THAT'S 
WHAT YAGYL 
MUNEYOSHI'S. 

SWORDSMANSHIP- 
WAS ALL 
ABOUT. 


“WITH MY 
STRENGTH...” 


HY 5 
DEDICATE j 7 
THE 
YOUR LIVES 
10 THAT?” al 


DO You 
TRULY 
BELIEVE. 


WITH 
MY WAY, 
THE SWORD 
NEED NOT 
EVEN BE 
PRESENT... 


MUSASHI 
HAS THE 
UPPER 
HAND... 


HE 


SAID THE 
MOUNTAINS 
WERE HIS. 
ONLY 


INSHUN'S 


& SPEAR. 


HE 
TOSSED ASIDE 
HIS BAMBOO 
SWORD AND 

STOOD BEFORE 


AS IF 
HIS ENTIRE 
BODY WERE 
MELTING OUT 
INTO THE 

SKY. 


/ HIS 
{ PRESENCE 
WAS 
SUBLIME... 


iN 
CRIED ouT 
FoR ALL 
Iwas / 


WORTH. dt 


I RUSHED 


WANTED TO 
JUST THROW 
DOWN MY 
SPEAR AND 
RUN AWAY. 


INSHLN... 


About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takahiko Inoue, 
‘author ofthe bestselling mange SLAM DUNK. 
with over 100 milion copies in print world 
wide For his work on VAGABOND, Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for 
Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture 
2s well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for best 
manga, Most recently in 2002, Inoue's 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka 
award for best manga, To date, VAGABOND 
has sold well over 22 milion copias through: 
fut the world, In addition to his numerous 
‘manga tiles, inoue aso created the character 
Aesigns for the PlayStation basketball game, 
ONE ON ONE, 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


TTakehiko Inoue’s VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's navel MUSASH), is a fictional 
account of the life of Miyzmoto Musashi 
(1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto 
Musashi, author of the philosophical strategy 
guide A BOOK OF FIVE RINGS, was @ master of 
the sword and was revered asa “sword-saint” 
He founded the Nite Ichi style of sword fight 
ing which is typified by fighting with both long 
‘and short swords at once, holding the long 
sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the lft, Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts"—he was a master of sume 
(black ink drawings), metalworking, and 
\Woodcarving, The films, ZHE SAMURAI TRIO- 
GY, directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring 
Toshiro Mifune were also based on 
Yoshikawa's MUSASH. Perhaps inspited by 
the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003, NHK produced the historical period 
‘rama, MUSASHL Also based on Yoshikawa's 
novel, this drama stars kebuki actor 
‘Shinnosuke Ichikawa as Musashi and TV star 
Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


VAGABOND Was been printed to road from right fo lot in its original 
Japanese format-presenting Takehiko inove's dynamic artwork the way it 
was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics ere published in English, 2 miror image of 
the orginal artwork is printed in ones to accommodate the left to right 
reading ovientation of English, For this reason, errors in continuity occa 
sionally occur and characters who were criginaly right-handed suddenly 
become leithanded. In order to present manga in its purest fom, 
VAGABOND is being printed tore! fom right to left. This way, kimono are 
worn with the left side aver the right and the samura's long and short 
‘swords or carried on the left side, the way they were traditionally worn 


To properly enjoy VAGABOND, start from the other end ofthis comic and 
read from right tk 


‘A note on names: The names presented within the context ofthis comic 
are presented in th traditional Japanese order—sumame, followed by first 
name, “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi’ lst name and “Musashi” is his 
first name, The nam of the creator cf VAGABOND, however, has been pre 


‘sented first name first, last name second. “Takeiko™ is the author's frst 
‘name and “Inoue” is his last name. 
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l “th 's artwork 
Ve Erg = 


tasks lie before Miyamoto Musashi—He must over- 
come his own personal demons as he prepares for a rematch 
with Inshun, the most technically proficient, and deadliest 
fighter he has ever faced. This time, Musashi won't run away, 
even if his life depends on it. 
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